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Instructions 

• Use a pen. 
 

• You have 1 hour to complete four tasks. 
 

• Some questions must be answered with one tick in a box ✓. If you change your 

mind about an answer, put a line through the box ✓ and then mark your new 

answer with a tick ✓.  

 
Information 

• This paper has 26 marks. 
 

• The marks for each task are shown at the bottom of the page. 
 

• You may use a monolingual dictionary (simplified dictionary or glossary). 

 

Advice 

• You should spend about 10-15 minutes on each task.  
 

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it. 
 

• Try to answer every question. 
 

• Check your answers if you have time at the end. 
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Task 1 

Read the text below and answer the questions that follow. 
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1. Put a tick ✓ in the correct box.   

 This text is to: 

 a) make a request for something     

  

b) advertise a service  

  

c) offer something for free     

 

 

2. You would like to give the things below to the charity. Which of these things 
does the charity NOT want? 

 Put a tick ✓ in the two correct boxes.   

 a) a microwave    

  

b) a coat with a broken zip    

  

c) a pair of clean shoes that have been worn  

  

 d) plates and cups    

 

 

3. There are two ways to donate your clothing. Write the ways here:   

i.  
i)   

ii.  

   
iii.  ii)   

 

 



 
This is not a live paper  

Total marks for Task 1: 6 Marks 
 

ESOL Skills for Life – Sample Assessment – Reading E3 AB Page 6 of 14 

Marker 
use only 

4. You don’t have any items at home to give to the charity, but you want to help 
them. How can you help the charity in another way? 

   

   
 

 



 

 

This is not a live paper  

 
 

ESOL Skills for Life – Sample Assessment – Reading E3 AB Page 7 of 14 

Marker 
use 
only 

Task 2 

You want to enrol onto a college course. Read this information about the different 
ways you can apply to a college and then answer the questions. 
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1. On which days of the week is the office open for the longest time? 

   

 

 

2. Which sentence is true? Put a tick ✓ in the correct box. 

 
 

a) You can apply for all courses online, by phone, or in person.    

  

b) You can apply for all courses by phone or in person, and only some 
courses online.   

 

 

c) You can apply for all courses online, by phone, or in person during 
college holidays.   

 

 

 

 

3. Finish the sentence: 

The    symbol means you can   

 

 

4. Write a number next to each sentence below to show the order of the 
online application process. The first one has been done for you. 
 

 

Fill out all the forms with your information.  

  

Book an interview.  

  

Look at the online prospectus and choose a course.   1 

  

Wait for the college to contact you about your application.  

  

Click the Apply Now button.  
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Task 3 

You receive this letter. Read the letter and answer the questions that follow. 
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1. Complete the table with information from the text.  

 

a) Date of appointment  

b) Time of appointment  

c) Hospital Department  

d) Name of Doctor  

 

 

2. Which sentence is true? Put a tick ✓ in the correct box. 

 
 

a) You have to bring the letter and a friend to the appointment.    

  

b) You have to bring the letter and you can bring a friend to the appointment 
if you wish. 

 

 

 

c) You don’t have to bring the letter or a friend to the appointment.    

 

 

3. You want to change your appointment. Write one way you can do this: 

  

 

 

4. What will happen a week before your appointment? 
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Task 4 

Read the text below and answer the questions that follow. 
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1. Underline one answer. The main purpose of the text is to: 

a) advertise jobs b) give you news c) make a complaint 

 

 

2. Put a tick ✓ in the correct box. The text tells you that: 
 

 

a) there are too many nurses in the UK.  

  

b) there are no nursing jobs available in the UK.    

  

c) we need more nurses in the UK.  

 

 

3. How many nurses have been employed from abroad recently? 
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4. The words in the left column of the table below are from the text. 

Draw lines to match the words to the explanations to show their meaning in 
the text. The first one has been done for you. There are more explanations 
than you need. 

You may use a dictionary to help. 

 

 1. a foreign country 

a) a vacancy  2. a position that is empty and 
available (i.e. job) 

b) benefit 3. when you do not have enough 
of something that you need 
(e.g. water, money, staff) 
 

c) shortage 4. an advantage 

d) abroad 5. another city 
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The texts and illustrations in this assessment paper have been incorporated solely for the 
purposes of the examination in accordance with Section 32 of the Copyright, Designs and 
Patents Act 1988, as amended by the Copyright and Rights in Performance (Research, 
Education, Libraries and Archives) Regulations 2014. No copyright or clearance for any other 
use has been obtained or sought. 
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