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Instructions 

• Use a pen. 
 

• You have 1 hour to complete four tasks. 
 

• Some questions must be answered with one tick in a box ✓. If you change your 

mind about an answer, put a line through the box ✓ and then mark your new 

answer with a tick ✓.  

 
Information 

• This paper has 26 marks. 
 

• The marks for each task are shown at the bottom of the page. 
 

• You may use a monolingual dictionary (simplified dictionary or glossary). 

 

Advice 

• You should spend about 10-15 minutes on each task.  
 

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it. 
 

• Try to answer every question. 
 

• Check your answers if you have time at the end. 
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Task 1 

Read the text below and answer the questions that follow.  
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Put a        tick in the correct box.                    
 

1.  The purpose of this text is to?        

  

 a) give guidelines  

   

 b) advertise  

   

 c) describe  

 

 

2. Match the rules from the text with the correct reason in the table below. 
There are more reasons than you need. The first one has been done for 
you. 

 1. Don’t use traditional metal cookware in your microwave D 

 
2. Don’t try recipes that require a lot of water, such as pasta, in a 

microwave 
 

 3. Cover dishes  

 4. Frequently stir and turn the foods  

 5. Cut foods into small pieces  

 
 
 

 
A. They don’t cook well in a microwave and will cook in less time on your 

cooker. 

 B. They cook more quickly than large ones. 

 C. This makes sure the heat spreads evenly. 

 D. Microwaves can’t pass through metal. 

 E. This stops splashing. 

 F. Arrange foods of the same size and shape. 



 
This is not a live paper 

Total marks for Task 1: 7 Marks 
 

ESOL Skills for Life – Sample Assessment – Reading E3 AC Page 6 of 15 

Marker 
use only 

Put a        tick in the correct box.                    
 

3. In this text the word to pierce means      

  

 a) to cut into small pieces  

   

 b) to make small holes  

   

 c) to peel off the skin.  

 
 

4. Which power setting do you use when thawing food?         
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Task 2 

Read this leaflet and answer the questions that follow. 
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Put a        tick in the correct box.                    
 

1.  What is the purpose of the leaflet?       

  

 a) to instruct  

   

 b) to invite  

   

 c) to warn  

 

 

2. What is the group called?             

  

 

 

Put a        tick in the correct box.                    
 

3. What does the phase drop in mean in this text?      

  

 a) to join the group without an appointment  

   

 b) to leave a parcel at the community centre  

   

 c) to spill water on the floor  

 

 

4. List three reasons for joining the group.                    

i)  

 

ii)  

 

iii)  
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Task 3 

Read the email below and answer the questions that follow. 
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Put a        tick in the correct box.                    
 

1. Chiara thought about her friend yesterday evening because:            

 a) he was working  

   

 b) she was watching a programme she knew he would like   

   

 c) he was ill   

 

 

2. What was the title of the programme?           

  

 

 
3. What does Chiara say about the animal tricks?          

  

  

 

 

Put a        tick in the correct box.                    
 

4. ‘I can’t wait ‘in the text means:         

 a) looking forward to speaking to her friend  

   

 b) looking forward to the end of the programme  

   

 c) looking forward to the next programme  
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5.  What was Dan doing when the programme was on television?            

  

  

 

 

6.  When will Dan be able to watch the programme?           
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Task 4 
Read the letter below and answer the questions that follow. 
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Answer the questions below.  

Put a        tick in the correct box.                    
 

1. The purpose of the text is to:        

  

 a) make a complaint  

   

 b) apply for a job  

   

 c) give a reference  

 

 

You do not need to write a complete sentence for the question below. 

2.   How often did Muna do voluntary work at the care home?         

  

 

 

3.   What activities did Muna help the residents do?         

a)   

 

b)   
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4.   How does Muna describe herself?                

a)   

 

b)   

 

 

5.   What does Muna’s Supervisor say about her teamwork?         
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End of Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The texts and illustrations in this assessment paper have been incorporated solely for the 
purposes of the examination in accordance with Section 32 of the Copyright, Designs and 
Patents Act 1988, as amended by the Copyright and Rights in Performance (Research, 
Education, Libraries and Archives) Regulations 2014. No copyright or clearance for any other 
use has been obtained or sought. 
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