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Level 2 Certificate in Retail Knowledge	
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Unit A/502/5823: Understand How a Business Maintains Health and Safety on its Premises
Fire Extinguishers

If you have been trained to use fire extinguishers and the fire is small enough, tackle the fire but make sure you are always between the fire and a safe exit.   

There are different types of fire extinguisher which should be used on different types of fire. 

All fire extinguishers are now red in colour with a coloured label attached, this label identifies the type of content inside and what the fire can be used on. It is important that you know which are available and the types of fire they should not be used on:  

Water extinguishers.  These are safe on fires involving paper, wood and fabric but should not be used on electrical or burning liquid fires 

Powder extinguishers.  These are safe on electrical fires up to 1000 volts and flammable liquids.  They should not be used on electrical fires over 1000 volts 
 
Carbon dioxide extinguishers.  These are safe on all electrical fires and burning liquids    
 
Vaporising liquid extinguishers.  These are also safe on all electrical fires and burning liquids 

Foam extinguishers.  These are safe for burning liquids, oils, fats etc.  They should not be used on electrical fires.
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