


• To look at how we can encourage students to make the most of the 
language around them

• To explore strategies and activities across listening, speaking 
reading and writing to take learning outside the classroom

• To consider what is manageable and achievable for you and your 
students



• Where do they speak?

• What do they hear/view?

• What do they read?

• What do they write?

• What do you ask them to do?



• Listening and viewing TV, films, podcasts, 
adverts, music, news

• Keeping a log

• Making a listening glossary

• Holding conversations, asking questions

• Playing games

• Reading aloud, speaking, recording



Listening log

• New word

• What does it mean – can you find it in the dictionary?

• Where did you hear this word?

Viewing log

• What was it about?

• What happened?

• What did you like? What didn’t you like?

Keeping up with the news

• What happened?



Ask a question

• See how many questions you can ask in a week

• What question words did you use? 

• Write them down or record them on your phone

Say what you think

• Tell other people what you like about…

• Record your views on your phone

Have a conversation



• Keep a journal

• Be creative: poems, stories

• Play and make up word games

• Write what you see





• Enjoyment

• Information

• Texts

• Activities with text - highlighting, writing 
questions, explain to others

• Keeping a reading log

• Dictionary skills



• Date and title

• What is this text e.g. letter, advert leaflet

• What is this text for e.g. it tells you how to do something, it gives you advice

• Key words - use a dictionary, write the word down with its meaning

• Key information - what is the text telling you?

• How easy did you find this text?

• What do you need to practise?

• How could your tutor help?



• Choose a theme or a starting point

• Suggest resources

• Class/group/individual

• Decide which skills or design at least one activity for:

- reading

- speaking (and listening)

- writing

• Think about what other skills you can encourage e.g. creativity, digital, 
research

• Decide how you will capture the work and give feedback











• Decide what will engage your students

• Decide what skill or skills you want to focus on

• Think about how they will access the learning

• Consider how independent they can be and how much control you can give them

• Create a learning environment that is manageable for you and your students

• Decide how much support your students might need

• Consider how you will give feedback and how you can make feedback part of the learning





• Contextualising ESOL

• Teaching and learning resources for tutors to support the delivery of 
ESOL covering 7 contexts

• Independent learning materials covering 3 levels
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