


• QAA expectations of delivering Access to HE that is fair, rigorous and 
robust

• Online delivery and continued restrictions on the population through the 
pandemic and how to mitigate these challenges 

• Resources to facilitate delivery online

• How to keep learners engaged and reduce burden 
on teaching staff

• Learner recruitment 

• Financial constraints





Students will be supported through adaptations 
to delivery and/or changes to units delivered, 
where necessary and appropriate.



• No estimated assessment grades (calculated grades) 

• Adaptation of assessments, delivery and/or changes to units delivered, where necessary and appropriate

• AVAs to request details of any changes and rationale for adaptations 

• AVAs to maintain records of any adaptations

• AVAs to ensure any changes proposed are necessary and appropriate

• AVAs to apply effective quality assurance arrangements 

• Providers to continue collecting grading data information and store such data in an accessible way. 

• Confirmed results to be released no later than UCAS upload deadline. 



The QAA grading scheme will continue to be 
applied to all assessments.

• Grades of pass, merit or distinction to be awarded for 
each of the grade descriptors selected for use on an 
assignment

• Rules around submission of student work continue

• Continue processes of internal moderation, external 
moderation and standardisation



• Assessment method guidance

• Support materials

• Marketing toolkit

• Assignment brief writing

• Additional guidance and support

• Free training for new and existing centres

• Standardisation events





• Assessment methods are recommended rather than explicit

• You can select an alternative assessment method for units within a diploma using the 
guidance that that you can download from our website in the “Quick Guides” section 

• Equivalence tables have been created for 3 and 6 credit units that will enable you to 
choose alternative methods whilst maintaining rigour of assessment.  





Guide to explain expectations 
and requirements for different 
methods of assessment



Unit Code Unit Title Level Credit
Grade 

Descriptors
Assessment Methods

QU010436
Introduction to Management 

Accounting
3 3 2, 3, 7 Exam - 2 hours closed book

Assessment Methods

Report – 1500 words

Assessment Methods

LO1 – Report (500 words)

LO2 & LO3 – Essay (1000 words)

Assessment Methods

LO1 – Structured questions (250 words)

LO2 – Case Study (500 words)

LO3 – Report (750 words)



• Remember - excessive and unnecessary 
assessment should be avoided

• Use the equivalence tables to choose 
comparative methods to assess learners 
whilst maintaining the integrity of the 
diploma



Health and Social Care

Academic Writing Skills

Preparation for Higher Education

Communication - Speaking and 
Listening

Care Principles

Introduction to Healthcare 

Research Skills for Health and Care

Application of Number

Dementia Awareness

Nursing and Midwifery

Academic Writing Skills

Preparation for Higher Education

Communication - Speaking and 
Listening

Care Principles

Introduction to Healthcare 

Research Skills for Health and Care

Antenatal Care and the Role of the 
Midwife

The Role of the Midwife during 
Labour and Birth

Business Management

Academic Writing Skills

Preparation for Higher Education

Communication - Speaking and 
Listening

Analysing and Presenting Business 
Data

Economics

Finance and Accounts

Application of Number

Leadership

This will aid economies of delivery where there are a larger commonality of units on offer.



Unit Title

Access to HE 

Diploma 

(Business 

Management)

Access to HE 

Diploma 

(Computer 

Game Design 

& 

Development)

Access to 

HE Diploma 

(Teaching 

and 

Education)

Access to HE 

Diploma 

(Engineering 

Science and 

Mathematics)

Access to HE 

Diploma 

(Health and 

Social Care)

Access to HE 

Diploma 

(Health 

Professions)

Access to 

HE Diploma 

(Nursing)

Access to HE 

Diploma 

(Nursing and 

Midwifery)

Access to 

HE Diploma 

(Science)

D
ip

lo
m

a
s

An Introduction to Health and Disease Graded X X X X X 7

Care Principles Graded X X X X 5

Cells and Tissues Graded X X X X 6

Chemical Basics and Atomic Structure Graded X 1

Dementia Awareness Graded X 1

Fundamental Chemistry Graded X X 2

Fundamental Physics: Theory Graded X X 2

Human Anatomy and Physiology Graded X X X X 7

Inclusivity and Disability Graded X X X X 4

Introduction to Healthcare Graded X X X X 4

Management of Ill Health Graded X X X X 4

Mathematics for Science Graded X X 2

Media Perspectives of Health and Social Care Graded X 1

Mental Health and Illness Graded X X X X 6

Professional Interpersonal Skills Graded X X X X 12

Promoting Health Graded X X X X 4

Research Skills for Health or Care Graded X X X X 4

Safeguarding Children, Young People and/or Vulnerable Adults Graded X X X X X 9

Social Drugs and Medicines Graded X X X X 4

Social Work Skills Graded X 1

The Role of the Health or Social Care Professional Graded X 1

Academic Writing Skills Ungraded X X X X X X X X 41

Application of Number - Interpreting and Presenting Information Ungraded X X X X X X 28

Being a Reflective Learner Ungraded X 10

Communication - Speaking and Listening Ungraded X X X X X X X X 33

Developing Professional Attributes Ungraded X x X 16

Drug Calculations and Health Related Charts Ungraded X X X X 4

Optimising Examination Performance Ungraded X X X X X X 19

Preparation for Higher Education Ungraded X X X X X X X X 44

Presenting Information Using ICT Ungraded X X 9

Problem Solving in the Workplace Ungraded X 11

Promoting Wellbeing and Building Resilience Ungraded X X X X X X X X X 45

References and Reliability of Sources Ungraded X X 15

Study Skills Ungraded X X X X X X 32

Writing Reports Ungraded X X X X 12



• Microsoft Word format

• One booklet per unit

• Free to all approved centres

• Can be adapted by centres to meet 
individual needs and requirements

• Can easily be uploaded to college 
learning platforms

• 35 units across a wide range of 
diplomas and subject areas



• Text broken down by learning 
outcome 
and by assessment criteria

• Links to videos to support learning

• Images, tables and lists break down 
information and present it in an easy 
to understand format

• Did you know…? prompts that 
support wider thinking around topics



MCQs at the end of each Learning 
Outcome to check knowledge and 
understanding



References and wider reading at 
the end of each unit for learners 
to extend their knowledge and 
understanding



• Microsoft Word format

• One booklet per unit

• Free to all approved centres

• Can be adapted by centres to meet 
individual needs and requirements

• Can easily be uploaded to college 
learning platforms

• 35 units across a wide range of diplomas 
and subject areas





Tutor Delivered Unit

Tutor Delivered Unit

Tutor Delivered Unit

Tutor Delivered Unit

Tutor Delivered Unit

Tutor Delivered Unit

Distance Learning Unit

Distance Learning Unit

Flexible Unit

Flexible Unit

Tutor Delivered Unit

Tutor Delivered Unit

Distance Learning Unit

Distance Learning Unit

Distance Learning Unit

Distance Learning Unit

Distance Learning Unit

Distance Learning Unit



Full support package

Powerful management tools

Work saved in the system



Health and Social Care

Academic Writing Skills

Preparation for Higher Education

Communication - Speaking and 
Listening

Care Principles

Introduction to Healthcare 

Research Skills for Health and Care

Application of Number

Dementia Awareness

Nursing and Midwifery

Academic Writing Skills

Preparation for Higher Education

Communication - Speaking and 
Listening

Care Principles

Introduction to Healthcare 

Research Skills for Health and Care

Antenatal Care and the Role of the 
Midwife

The Role of the Midwife during 
Labour and Birth

Business Management

Academic Writing Skills

Preparation for Higher Education

Communication - Speaking and 
Listening

Analysing and Presenting Business 
Data

Economics

Finance and Accounts

Application of Number

Leadership







• 2020 is the Year of the Nurse and Midwife

• Covid-19 has raised the profile of nursing and 
healthcare workers

• The NHS Health Careers website has seen a 220% rise 
in people expressing an interest in becoming a nurse

• Redundancies

• Changes in labour market and future aspirations



• Provides a second chance and opens doors previously closed 

• Learner loans are paid off for the Access to HE year once students 
complete their undergraduate degree

• Equivalent to 3 A Levels delivered in one academic year

• Provides a standalone qualification

• Designed to meet local needs

• Revalidated every 5 years, so is up to date and relevant

• Accrues UCAS points

• Enables entry on to year 1, degree programmes

• Offers a range of assessment methods, rather than end of year exams





Images taken prior to social 

distance restrictions









• More than 100 units have assignment briefs

• Free to download for approved centres

• Centres are free to adapt them to meet their learner needs

• All ungraded units have assignment briefs written and available

• Being added to all the time



• Designed for all tutors (new and experienced) 

• Support in the planning, delivery and assessment of Diplomas

• Guidance on the key topics and processes tutors need to know



• All new and existing providers

• Organised and planned convenient to centres and staff

• Good for tutor CPD and a great opportunity to get all tutors together

• Can be flexible to meet individual centre needs and bespoke to the 
challenges you face

Training session Date Date

Assignment brief writing 18/11/20 at 3pm 07/12/20 at 3pm

Marking, grading and feedback 06/01/21 at 3pm 08/02/21 at 3pm

Internal verification best practice 18/01/21 at 3pm 17/02/21 at 3pm

Applying grade descriptors and grade indicators 27/01/21 at 3pm 01/03/21 at 3pm



Subject Area Date Time

Nursing and Midwifery 09/11/2020 3:00 PM

Art & Design 11/11/2020 3:00 PM

Science - Physics 13/11/2020 3:00 PM

Health 09/12/2020 3:00 PM

Social Science 11/12/2020 3:00 PM

IT 13/01/2021 3:00 PM

Science – Chemistry 14/01/2021 3:00 PM

Health 15/01/2021 3:00 PM

Business 20/01/2021 3:00 PM

Social Science 10/02/2021 3:00 PM

Law 24/02/2021 3:00 PM

Nursing and Midwifery 10/03/2021 3:00 PM

Social Work 11/03/2021 3:00 PM

Science - Biology 31/03/2021 3:00 PM

• Wide range of subjects

• Scheduled throughout the year

• Opportunity to discuss collaboratively 

• with subject tutors from different centres

• Good CPD for new and experienced tutors

• Free to attend

• Bespoke sessions can be arranged for 
individual centres



• A new legal entitlement for adults 

• Access to HE learners need to be equipped 
with the skills they need to complete their 
diploma

• Free diagnostic tools

• Centre Guide

• Standardisation Materials

• Mock Assessments

• Mock Assessment Mark Schemes



Learner health issues and predominantly mental health 
issues are increasingly leading to a negative impact on 
retention and success rates. 

• New ungraded unit to support mental health and 
other social issues. 

• Preparing learners to cope with the pressures 
of study and other factors both during their 
Access to HE course and when they progress to 
higher study. 

• Features in all our Access to HE Diplomas





• Lots of advice and guidance available

- Admin tasks and how to guides

- Forms and templates

- Diploma Guides

- Quick guides

- Webinars

Contact quality@gatewayqualifications.org.uk

with any concerns or questions.

We’re here to help!

mailto:quality@gatewayqualifications.org.uk


Below shows a series of screen shots to show you where on our website you can find all the forms 

and templates that you might need throughout the academic year.

1. 
2. 

3. 

4. 



www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk

quality@gatewayqualifications.org.uk

01206 911 211

http://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/

