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Instructions 

• Use a pen. 
 

• You have 1 hour 15 minutes to complete four tasks. 
 

• Some questions must be answered with one tick in a box ✓. If you change your 

mind about an answer, put a line through the box ✓ and then mark your new 

answer with a tick ✓.  

 
Information 

• This paper has 40 marks. 
 

• The marks for each task are shown at the bottom of the page. 
 

• You may use a monolingual dictionary (simplified dictionary or glossary). 

 

Advice 

• You should spend about 15-20 minutes on each task.  
 

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it. 
 

• Try to answer every question. 
 

• Check your answers if you have time at the end. 
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Task 1 

Read the text and answer the questions that follow. 
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1. This text has a number of purposes.  Put a ✓.tick in the three boxes that 

apply. 

 

a) to describe 

 

  

b) 

 

to narrate 

 

  

c) 

 

to advertise 

 

 

d) to inform 

 

 

e) to amuse 

 

 

f) to complain 

 

 (3 marks) 

 

2. How much does it cost to attend the Careers Fair if you are someone 

looking for work? 

  

 

 (1 mark) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

This is not a live paper 

Total marks for Task 1: 12 Marks 
 

ESOL Skills for Life – Sample Assessment – Reading L2 AB Page 6 of 19 

Marker 
use only 

Four people are quoted in the text: Carol, Tania, Saif and Leo. Write the correct       
name next to the summaries of what they say.                                              

 Name Summary 

3.  had never been to a careers fair before. 

 
 
  

4.  thought the fair was well run. 

 
 
  

5.  thought the fair was worth the cost. 

 
 
  

6.  found a new job. 

 
 
  

7.  
was surprised at how many well-known 
businesses were there. 

 
 
  

8.  employed new staff. 

 
 
  

9.  felt more confident. 

 
 
  

10. 

 
 
thought the fair was better than the internet for  

                                                  applying for jobs.  
                                                                                                                (8 marks) 
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Task 2 

Read the text and answer the questions that follow. 
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1. Put a ✓.tick in the correct box. Look at the underlined words in the text. 
Choose the words and expressions that are closest in meaning in the 
context of the text. 

 a) Your household  

 

 

 

your landlord 

 

 

 

 

the people you live with 

 

 
 your partner 

 

 
 the building you live in 

 

 (1 mark) 

 

 b) escape routes  

 

 

 

quick ways in 

 

 

 

 

places of safety 

 

 
 quick ways out 

 

 
 emergency kit 

 

 (1 mark) 
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 c) stubbed out  

 

 

 

stamped on 

 

 

 

 

extinguished 

 

 
 expired 

 

 
 finished 

 

 (1 mark) 

 

 d) damaged cables  

 

 

 

broken wires 

 

 

 

 

frayed ropes 

 

 
 cracked pipes 

 

 
 dented plugs 

 

 (1 mark) 
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Put a tick in the correct box ✓. 

2. In step 2, the word fit could be replaced by which of the following?  
 

 

a) toned 

 

  

b) 

 

install 

 

  

c) 

 

healthy 

 

 

d) 
switch on 

 

 

 (1 mark) 

 

3. What is the evidence that suggests home safety is important? 

 i)  

  
ii) 
 

 
 (2 marks) 
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Put a tick in the correct box ✓. 

4. Which of the ten steps talk about things you should not do?   
 

 

a) Steps 1, 2 and 3 

 

  

b) 

 

Steps 7, 8 and 9 

 

  

c) 

 

Steps 4, 5, 6 and 7 

 

 

d) Steps 4, 5, 6 and 10 

 

 (1 mark) 
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Task 3 

Read the text and answer the questions that follow. 
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1. Who is the new teacher? 

  

 

 (1 mark) 

 

2. Why is Mrs Pullman leaving? 

  

 

 (1 mark) 

 

3. In the third paragraph, the Headteacher mentions two popular school trip 

locations. What are they? 

 i) 
 

   

 ii)  

 (2 marks) 

 

4. What do they have to take with them? 

  

 

 (1 mark) 

 

5. What should children wear for the visit to the art gallery? 

  

 

 (1 mark) 
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6. Summarise the two reasons why you should look at the school website? 

 i) 
 

   

 ii)  

 (2 marks) 

 

7. Look at the underlined sections in the last paragraph which describe the 

purpose of the parents’ meeting. What is meant by the following? 

 a) aspects of the curriculum 

   

   

 b) how children’s learning can be supported at home 

   

 (2 marks) 
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Task 4 

Read the text and answer the questions that follow. 
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Put a tick in the correct box ✓. 

1. Choose two words that best describe the tone of the article.  

 

a) chatty 

 

  

b) 

 

formal 

 

  

c) 

 

sarcastic 

 

 

d) hesitant 

 

 

e) generally positive 

 

 

f) generally negative 

 

 (2 marks) 

 

2. Give three advantages of growing your own produce, according to the 

article. 

 i) 
 

   

 ii)  

   

 iii)  

 (3 marks) 
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3. Give one disadvantage of gardening. 

  

 

 (1 mark) 

 

 

Put a tick in the correct box ✓. 

4. In the first paragraph, the phrase in these tough economic times could be 
replaced by which of the following? 

 

a) in a period of prosperity 

 

  

b) 

 

in the financial newspaper 

 

  

c) 

 

in the current recession 

 

 

d) in the supermarket 

 

 (1 mark) 
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Put a tick in the correct box ✓. 

5. In the second paragraph, the phrase there will be hiccups could be 
replaced by which of the following? 

 

a) the weather will be bad 

 

  

b) 

 

there will be some problems 

 

  

c) 

 

you might catch a cough 

 

 

d) you will get help 

 

 (1 mark) 

 

 

6. In the last paragraph, what two things does the writer say about the 
reputation of allotment gardeners? 

  

 

  

 (2 marks) 
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End of Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The texts and illustrations in this assessment paper have been incorporated solely for the 
purposes of the examination in accordance with Section 32 of the Copyright, Designs and 
Patents Act 1988, as amended by the Copyright and Rights in Performance (Research, 
Education, Libraries and Archives) Regulations 2014. No copyright or clearance for any other 
use has been obtained or sought. 
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