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Instructions 

• Use a pen. 
 

• You have 1 hour 15 minutes to complete four tasks. 
 

• Some questions must be answered with one tick in a box ✓. If you change your 

mind about an answer, put a line through the box ✓ and then mark your new 

answer with a tick ✓.  

 
Information 

• This paper has 40 marks. 
 

• The marks for each task are shown at the bottom of the page. 
 

• You may use a monolingual dictionary (simplified dictionary or glossary). 

 

Advice 

• You should spend about 15-20 minutes on each task.  
 

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it. 
 

• Try to answer every question. 
 

• Check your answers if you have time at the end. 
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Task 1 

You are researching some holiday ideas. Read this page from a holiday brochure 
about an island holiday off the coast of Scotland. 

Read the text below and answer the questions that follow. 
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1. “A chance to immerse yourself in the fabulously variant fauna and flora of 

the Isle of Mull”. Look immerse up in a dictionary. What does it mean in 

this context? 

  

 

 (1 mark) 

 

Put a tick in the correct box ✓. 

2. Mull is an island gem. What does gem mean in this context?   
 

 
stone 

 beautiful 
place 

 
land 

 Wildlife 
centre 

 

 (1 mark) 

 

 

3. This text has a number of purposes. Write the correct number of the 

paragraph in the boxes below. 

 

a) Which paragraph contains an instruction? 

 

  

b) 

 

Which paragraph contains a warning? 

 

  

c) 

 

Which paragraph contains an invitation? 

 

 (3 marks) 

 

 

Put a tick in the two correct boxes ✓. 

4. Which days are more likely to be spent on land? 

Day 1 
 

Day 2 
 

Day 3 
 

Day 4 
 

Day 5 
 

          

 (2 marks) 
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Put a tick in the correct box ✓. 

5. The word sheer in: “A sheer paradise for lovers of Scotland’s natural 
heritage,” could be replaced with:  

 
steep 

 
whole 

 
transparent 

 
total 

 

 (1 mark) 

 

 

6. What is the best in the world according to the text? 

  

 

 (1 mark) 

 

 

7. Who will help you see the wildlife at sea? 

  

 

 (1 mark) 
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Task 2 

Read the text and answer the questions that follow. 



 

 

This is not a live paper 

 
ESOL Skills for Life – Sample Assessment – Reading L2 AC Page 8 of 17 

Marker 
use 
only 

1. Give three advantages to using this estate agent. 

 a) 
 

  (1 mark) 
   

 b) 
 

  (1 mark) 
   

 c) 
 

  (1 mark) 

 

 

2. a) Who are Mark and Sam? 

  
 

  (1 mark) 
   

 

b) Who is Tom? 

  
 

  (1 mark) 
   

 

c) Who is Kate? 

  
 

  (1 mark) 
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The underlined words in the text could be directly replaced by one of the words 
below, write the appropriate letter beside the number in the boxes below: 

3. accommodating:  a) lodging 

b) disparaging 

c) purchasing 

d) sheltering 

e) renting 

f) felling 

g) paying 

h) recording 

i) obliging 

   

4. logging:  

   

5. letting:  

                                                                                                                             (3 marks) 

 

 

Put a tick in the correct box ✓. 

6. What do you think is the main purpose of the whole text?  To: 

 
persuade 

 
entertain 

 
describe 

 
inform 

 

                                                                                                                    (1 mark) 
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Task 3 

Read the text and answer the questions that follow. 
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1. Why are libraries at risk of closure according to the article? Give one 

reason. 

 
 

 (1 mark) 

 

 

Put a tick in the correct box ✓. 

2. “We’re at a critical moment for the libraries”. The word critical could be 
replaced by:     

 
judgemental 

 
desired 

 
necessary 

 
serious 

 

 (1 mark) 

 

 

3. a) Who asked the writer to produce the report? 

  
 

  (1 mark) 
   

 

b) What is the ex-librarian’s opinion of the report?  

  
 

  (1 mark) 
   

 

c) What does Desmond Clarke imply is not satisfactory at the 
moment? 

  
 

  (1 mark) 
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Put a tick in the correct box ✓. 

4. a) What is the tone of the title? 

 
sympathetic 

 
impassioned 

 
arrogant 

 
passive 

 

  (1 mark) 

 

 

 b) What is the overall purpose of the newspaper article? 

 
to criticise 

 
to reassure 

 
to inform 

 
to advise 

 

  (1 mark) 

 

 

 c) What is the main purpose of the library report?  

 

To recommend more library closures to the Government 

 

 
 

To recommend changes in the library system to the 
Government 

 

 
 

To inform the Government of declining attendance in 
libraries 

 

 
 

To instruct the Government to establish a library task force 
 

  (1 mark) 
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5. Which word in paragraph 4 could be replaced with ‘campaign’? 

  

 

 (1 mark) 

 

 

6. The report recommends a complete “reinvigoration of the library network.”  

Name one example from the text of how it can be reinvigorated. 

  

 

 (1 mark) 
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Task 4 

Read the forum below and answer the questions that follow. 
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1. Read the title of Simon’s post, “Plastic bags get a bad press.”  What does 
the expression “bad press” mean? 

  

 

 (1 mark) 

 

 

Put a tick in the correct box ✓. 

2. Choose the word or phrase that best describes the tone of Piotr’s post? 

 
positive 

 
pleading 

 
unsure 

 furious and 
frustrated 

 

  (1 mark) 

 

 

3. Choose the word or phrase that best describes the tone of Piotr’s post? 

  Name of Writer 

 Which post is the most light-hearted?  

 Which post is the most scientific?  

 Which post has the strongest argument for 
using plastic bags? 

 

 Which post is least in favour of using plastic 
bags? 

 

  (4 marks) 

 

 

4. Use a dictionary to look up the word by-product. What does it mean in 
this context? 

  

 

 (1 mark) 
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Put a tick in the correct box ✓. 

5. In Piotr’s post what does “gets me hot under the collar” mean in this 
context?  To feel: 

 
nervous 

 
angry 

 
confused 

 
embarrassed 

 

  (1 mark) 

 

 

Put a tick in the correct box ✓. 

6. a) Which phrase is the odd one out?  

  Throwaway 

 
dispose of 

 
get rid of 

 
throw off 

 
throw out 

 

  (1 mark) 

 

 

 b) Which phrase is the odd one out?  

  Pouring down 

 lashing 
down 

 splashing 
down 

 pelting 
down 

 bucketing 
down 

 

  (1 mark) 
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End of Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The texts and illustrations in this assessment paper have been incorporated solely for the 
purposes of the examination in accordance with Section 32 of the Copyright, Designs and 
Patents Act 1988, as amended by the Copyright and Rights in Performance (Research, 
Education, Libraries and Archives) Regulations 2014. No copyright or clearance for any other 
use has been obtained or sought. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gateway Qualifications 

01206 911 211 
enquiries@gatewayqualifications.org.uk 

@GatewayQuals 

mailto:enquiries@gatewayqualifications.org.uk

