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• Providing solutions

Gateway 
Qualifications 
Access to HE

Responsive 
Access to 
HE team

Flexibility

Co-teaching 
across 

diplomas

Support and 
guidance

Mental 
wellbeing 

unit

Assessment 
method 

adaptation

Ready to 
use 

assignment 
briefs

Free 
training



• Are your students on the right course for them?

• Are students aware of the commitment needed to successfully 
complete the Access to HE course?

• What systems have you got in place to support students? Especially 
for those returning to education after some time.





Student health issues and predominantly mental health 
issues are increasingly leading to a negative impact on 
retention and success rates. 

• Ungraded unit to support mental health and other 
social issues. 

• Preparing students to cope with the pressures 
of study and other factors both during their 
Access to HE course and when they progress to 
higher study. 

• Features in all our Access to HE Diplomas



November?

January?April?

September?



• All students must be registered within 42 days
of starting the course

• Exams teams need to ensure that all students on 
roll are registered and units are selected within the 
timescales

If a student 
starts a course 
on 15 October

They need to 
be registered by 
26 November

Units must be 
selected by 7 
January



If a student 
starts a course 
on 15 October

They need to 
be registered by 
26 November

Units must be 
selected by 7 
January



• Ensure that students have a list of units 
covered / assessment deadlines

• Provide students with a calendar which clearly 
shows the end of course date / deadline  

• The end of the course should give you sufficient 
time to mark and IV the last pieces of work and 
to add those achievements to the student’s 
RAC in time for the Internal Exams Board.



A template is 

available on 

request, or you 

can use your 

own tracking 

sheet.



• Over 120 units have assignment briefs

• Free to download for approved centres

• Centres are free to adapt them to meet 
their student needs

• All ungraded units have assignment 
briefs written and available

• Being added to all the time





Diploma and unit details 

clearly stated.

Tasks for the student to 

complete, mapped against 

the ACs.

Grade descriptors being 

used to assess student work

One submission date



Section for students to 

declare authenticity of work

Section to record any 

confirmed extensions or 

resubmission requirements

All ACs the brief is 

addressing are clearly stated



Grade descriptors and 

elements being used to grade 

student work for the unit

Additional guidance to support 

students in how to achieve the 

higher grades



• Must be completed before handing out
to students for assessment 

• Be constructive in feedback, equally
do not take the criticism personally

• Use the comments section to refer to
any key points and provide advice 
and guidance to make improvements

• Any actions must be clearly identified

• Once actions have been completed the 
IV form should be updated to identify 
the action taken, by whom and when



• Microsoft Word format

• One booklet per unit

• Free to all approved Centres

• Can be adapted by Centres to meet 
individual needs and requirements

• Easily uploaded to online learning platforms

• 78 units across a wide range of diplomas and 
subject areas



IV student work as you go

• If you check each other’s assessments as 
you go, you’ll be able to confirm the final 
results very quickly

• Draw attention to anything that could need 
clarification.  It’s easier to sort issues out at 
the time, rather than later.

• Students usually get up to 2 weeks to 
challenge any assessment decisions. 
Tutors should IV any challenges to 
assessments – if a decision still cannot be 
agreed refer this to your moderator.





• When units are delivered and assessed by more than one person, 
standardisation should be carried out before whole cohorts of work is 
assessed.

• The standardisation process is to agree the standard of student work by 
discussing and mutually assessing a sample of student work to reach a 
consensus. 

• Once agreement has been reached, the tutors can then individually 
assess the work of their, after which internal verification 
will take place. 



At least 1-2 

weeks in 

between

Initial 
Moderation

Sampling
Final 

moderation
Final Awards 

Board



Initial moderation activities will take place usually within 12 weeks of the start of the 
course after registrations and units have been selected. Activities will include:

• reviewing the promotion of the course

• checking recruitment, interview and induction processes

• checking the assessment schedule and internal verification plans

• meeting students to discuss their experiences of the course so far

• reviewing assignment briefs

• meeting team members to provide any advice and guidance necessary

• discussing and agreeing the units to be sampled later in the course



• Units completed at this point in the year.

• Any assignment briefs not reviewed at 
initial moderation.

• Important: all sampling must be 
completed by 31 May.



1.
Diplomas are completed, all work is marked and internally verified by the centre

2.
Internal Exam Board held at the centre

3.
Final Moderation activities take place

4.,
Centre uploads completed RACs for all students being claimed

5.
Final Awards Board takes place 1-2 weeks after the Final Moderation Visit

6.
Any extensions should be presented using the NR form and agreed by the Awards Board

7.

• Once all grades are confirmed as correct, moderator verifies results

• Certificates are processed and can be either downloaded or they are printed and sent to Centre



• Meeting of Access tutors to agree final 
achievements for each student

• Use the agenda template provided to 
help the meeting run smoothly

• Check everything is ready for Final 
Moderation and the FAB

• Check RACs are accurately completed 
for each student



• Conducted at the end of the course, once all teaching and assessment are 
complete.

• Approximately two weeks before Final Awards Board, review any units not 
already sampled.

• Records and tracking systems to be reviewed to ensure grades are accurate. 

• Review any requests for extensions, extenuation, representations, referrals, and 
any actions to be completed.

• Meeting with the centre to discuss findings, give approval to upload RACs, 
ensure the provider is adequately prepared for the Final Awards Board, and 
has all available evidence ready



• Approximately two weeks after Final Moderation

• Confirmation of student achievement for the award 
of the Access to HE Diploma or award of credit

• Confirmation of decisions for extensions, extenuation, 
representations, referrals 

• Discuss Keith Fletcher nominations

• Celebrate student and centre achievement



• Keith Fletcher Awards 2017-18 and 2018-19 runner-

up for Outstanding Academic Achievement

• Psychology Access to HE student studying 

at University of Cambridge







From: Access to HE (Psychology and 

Sociology) at South Essex College

To: BSc (Hons) Counselling

From: Access to HE (Nursing and 

Midwifery) at Waltham Forest College

To: BSc (Hons) Adult Nursing

Vida

Macy

From: Access to HE (Nursing and 

Midwifery) at Waltham Forest College

To: BSc (Hons) Adult Nursing

Barbara



Certificates

• Certificates are made available once the FAB has taken place and the moderator 
has verified the results

• Students who have successfully completed all units will be awarded a Diploma. 
Students who have achieved some units will receive a unit transcript of credits 
achieved. 

UCAS

• Student results are uploaded to UCAS at the end of July and any additional 
achievements of students are uploaded to them periodically.



Get 
recognised

Map your 
provision

Start 
delivery



• October - Deadline for Oxford and Cambridge, medical sciences and veterinary

• January - Deadline for student applications 

• Results – Uploaded by the deadline 

UCAS

• Students – 42 days from when the student starts the course

• Units – 12 weeks from the start of the course

Registrations

• Assignment briefs – to be completed before handing out to students

• Student work – to be completed shortly after work has been marked

Internal Verification



• Provides a second chance and opens doors previously closed 

• student loans are paid off for the Access to HE year once students 
complete their undergraduate degree

• Equivalent to 3 A-levels delivered in one academic year

• Provides a standalone qualification

• Designed to meet local needs

• Revalidated every 5 years, so is up to date and relevant

• Accrues UCAS points

• Enables entry on to year 1, degree programmes

• Offers a range of assessment methods, rather than end of year exams



Be one of the 

first to register!

Click here

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6953134938408602382?source=webinar


https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/

access@gatewayqualifications.org.uk

01206 911 211

GatewayQuals

Gateway Qualifications

https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/GatewayQuals
https://www.linkedin.com/company/5181683/admin/




• All new and existing providers

• Organised and planned convenient to 
centres and staff

• Good for tutor CPD and a great opportunity 
to get all tutors together

• Can be flexible to meet individual centre 
needs and bespoke to the challenges you 
face
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