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level 2

Access to 
HE Diploma

• Nationally recognised Level 3 qualification 

• Regulated by QAA

• Aimed at 19+ with little previous qualifications but want to progress to HE study

• Learner loan for written off once undergraduate degree complete
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ESFA 
Funding

Private 
Financing



FE Colleges

Private training providers

Online providers

Community learning centres



• A well respected nationally recognised qualification

• Popular course for adults that want to go to university or degree apprenticeships

• Rewarding for staff and students

• Offers great progression 

• Widening participation and social mobility
More details 

in our article

https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/deliver-our-qualifications/using-our-qualifications/is-access-to-he-right-for-your-learners/


The Impact and 
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Access to Higher 

Education 

Diplomas for 

Colleges 
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Why Access?



It is essential that we invest in education and 
training for the over 30 million people already in 
the workforce, giving them the skills they need to 
progress..

…we need to offer them the opportunity to upskill 
and reskill over their careers

Many Londoners are stuck in, or moving in 

and out of, low-income, insecure 

employment with few chances to progress 

into better-paid and more stable jobs…So 

upskilling is an important way of tackling in-

work poverty

Research has shown that half (49%) of 
adults from the lowest socio-
economic group receive no training at 
all after leaving school, compared to 
20% from the top group

The poorest adults with the lowest 

qualifications are the least likely to 

access adult training – despite being the 

group who would benefit most



Choosing a provider and 

questions to consider  



What could your Access provision look like?



THANK YOU



Access to HE Diploma (Animation)

Access to HE Diploma (Business Management)

Access to HE Diploma (Computer Game Design and Development)

Access to HE Diploma (Creative Digital Media)

Access to HE Diploma (Health and Social Care)

Access to HE Diploma (Medicine)

Access to HE Diploma (Nursing and Midwifery)

Access to HE Diploma (Policing and Criminology)

Access to HE Diploma (Radiography)

❖ and over 30 others to choose from!

Full list of 

our Access 

to HE 

Diplomas

https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/qualification-area/access-to-he/




• Runners-up for Outstanding Academic Achievement

• Psychology Access to HE learner studying 

at University of Cambridge



• Provides a second chance and opens doors previously closed 

• Learner loans are paid off for the Access to HE year once students 
complete their undergraduate degree

• Equivalent to 3 A-levels delivered in one academic year

• Provides a standalone qualification

• Designed to meet local needs

• Revalidated every 5 years, so is up to date and relevant

• Accrues UCAS points

• Enables entry on to year 1, degree programmes

• Offers a range of assessment methods, rather than end of year exams





Health and predominantly mental health issues 
continue to affect adult learners

Increased withdrawals and impacts retention 
and success rates

Preparing learners to 
cope with returning to 

education

Features in all our 
Access to HE 

Diplomas



“The unit has been excellent in supporting personal and 
academic development – already in subsequent units, we have 

been able to draw on the knowledge we gained.”

“For some time, I have overlooked my own wellbeing … 
however, after going through the unit it has helped me realise 

that in order to have a higher level of resilience, I need to focus 
on my wellbeing.”

“I realised the importance of taking time to do the things that not 
only keep me fit and healthy but would also benefit me in the 

long run by allowing me to take the step back and revaluate my 
goals and priorities, which gives me less stress and will improve 

my overall wellbeing.”



Meeting needs of students

Providing confidence

Reducing errors



Health and Social Care

Academic Writing Skills

Preparation for Higher Education

Communication - Speaking and 
Listening

Care Principles

Introduction to Healthcare 

Research Skills for Health and Care

Application of Number

Dementia Awareness

Nursing and Midwifery

Academic Writing Skills

Preparation for Higher Education

Communication - Speaking and 
Listening

Care Principles

Introduction to Healthcare 

Research Skills for Health and Care

Antenatal Care and the Role of the 
Midwife

The Role of the Midwife during 
Labour and Birth

Business Management

Academic Writing Skills

Preparation for Higher Education

Communication - Speaking and 
Listening

Analysing and Presenting Business 
Data

Economics

Finance and Accounts

Application of Number

Leadership

This will aid economies of delivery where there are a larger commonality of units on offer.



November?

January?April?

September?





From: Access to HE (Nursing and Midwifery) at 
Waltham Forest College
To: BSc (Hons) Adult Nursing

From: Access to HE (Nursing and Midwifery) at 
Waltham Forest College
To: BSc (Hons) Adult Nursing

From: Access to HE (Psychology and Sociology) at 
South Essex College
To: BSc (Hons) Counselling





• A legal entitlement for adults 

• Access to HE learners need to be equipped with the skills they need to 
complete their diploma

• Free diagnostic tools

• Centre Guide

• Standardisation Materials

• Mock Assessments

• Mock Assessment Mark Schemes



Gateway Qualifications Level 2 Award In Progression 

• Learners must achieve 9 credits overall

Gateway Qualifications Level 2 Certificate In Progression 

• Learners must achieve 24 credits overall

• 6 credits must be the Core Skills Unit Group



Students are prepared for Access to HE

Supports progression

Keeps students engaged

Provides opportunities

Uses funding and AEB budget

Supports retention, pass and achievement rates



https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/

access@gatewayqualifications.org.uk

01206 911 211

GatewayQuals

Gateway Qualifications

https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/GatewayQuals
https://www.linkedin.com/company/5181683/admin/


Partnership Integrity

Originality Quality





Get 
recognised

Map your 
provision

Start 
delivery

You’ll 

wonder why 

you didn’t 

join us 

sooner

https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/deliver-our-qualifications/become-recognised-centre/becoming-an-access-to-he-centre/


https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/

access@gatewayqualifications.org.uk

01206 911 211

GatewayQuals

Gateway Qualifications

https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/GatewayQuals
https://www.linkedin.com/company/5181683/admin/

