


Recap of digital skills 
policy

Assessment key features Resources and support

Best practice of 
delivering

Where next?
Digital Functional Skills  

update 



❑ Already delivering

❑ Just about to start

❑ Do you need help to get started

❑ I don’t know too much about it



National entitlement was 
introduced in 2020 to 

fully fund eligible adults 
(with no or low digital skills) to 

enroll on specified digital 
qualifications at Entry 

and Level 1 

Only Essential 
Digital Skills 

qualifications can 
be used for the 

adult legal 
entitlement 

Entry 3 and Level 
1 Qualifications 
are funded for 

both adults and 
16-19 learners 
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Age demographics of EDSQ 
Entry 3 learners 

16-18 19-23 24-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70+
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Age demographics of EDSQ 
Level 1 learners

16-18 19-23 24-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70+



• Size:

o 45 GLH at each level

• Coverage:

o Each qualification covers all five strands of the 
national standards and most of the skills statements 
in each strand

• Purposes and target learner groups: 

o E3 skills for life with an intro to skills for work

o Level 1 skills for life and work



Life, work and study 
covered in each 

qualification

Online, on demand 
assessment

Free initial assessment 
tool

Knowledge tested 
through multiple choice 

questions 

Assessments can be 
taken in different settings 

Online mock 
assessments

Easy to mark



Qualification Entry level 3 Level 1

Assessment structure A single assessment component 

comprising 3 parts

In addition, a small number of 

observed tasks

A single assessment component 

comprising 3 parts

Duration Up to 1 hour 30 minutes plus a 15 

minute supervised break

1 hour 45 minutes plus a 15 

minute supervised break

Conditions Supervised conditions Supervised conditions

Total marks 44 54





Taken on Surpass 
through web delivery

Provides the 
opportunity to search 

the internet
Classroom/workplace

Learners can refer to a 
bilingual dictionary

Tasks are tutor 
assessed, centre and 
AO quality assured

Mark based so weaker 
performance on one task 
can be compensated by 
a stronger performance 

on another task

Pass marks for each 
assessment are set at 
an awarding meeting







✓ Guides for centres & learners 

✓ Standardisation materials 

✓ Teaching resources covering all strands

✓ Glossary for learners

✓ Webinars and training

✓ Dedicated EDSQ team



https://youtu.be/0g9T1K3zvg4
https://youtu.be/_BaaJOlF5MA
https://youtu.be/j0BelWJynoY
https://youtu.be/wVub-ExsbBg
https://youtu.be/42QHQRfkvJw


• Exclusive live webinars available to approved centres only

• Staff must register with their work email address and can 
attend sessions more than once 

• Run regularly throughout the year and are hosted by our 
Quality team

Onboarding sessions:

Quick Start to EDSQ 

Delivering & Assessing EDSQ

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/8907149609612711696?source=Your+essential+guide+to+EDSQ+webinar
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/4454940055235832331?source=Essential+guide+webinar




https://www.et-foundation.co.uk/professional-development/edtech-support/essential-digital-skills-eds-cpd-programme/
https://www.goodthingsfoundation.org/learn/learn-my-way/


Exclusive offer for Gateway 

Qualifications Centres

Centres approved for Gateway Qualifications EDSQ and/or 

DFSQ can benefit from an exclusive 20% discount on licence 

fees for bksb Digital Skills Assessments and Resources. 

Millions of learners 
improve their skills each 
year

One of the UK’s leading 
online teaching platforms

Used by 80% of FE colleges, 
schools, universities, training 
providers, and employers

Scan for more info

Contact bksb or call 

0330 404 2595

https://www.oneadvanced.com/products/bksb/




16-19

• Pre apprenticeship programmes 

• Study programmes

• T level transition Programme

Adults 

• Pre apprenticeship programmes 

• SWAPs

• With other qualifications and units

• In advance of an apprenticeship

• To help prepare returning learners

• In community settings

• With non-regulated learning 



Qualification No. Qualification Funding 

60329919 Award in Living and Working in the UK (Entry 3) £300

60359857 Essential Digital Skills (Entry 3) £300

6015424X Award in ESOL Skills for Life (Reading) (Level 1 ) £300

60154238 Award in ESOL Skills for Life (Writing) (Entry 3) £450



Qualification title GLH Qualification No. AEB

Level 2 Award in Skills for Logistics 48 60345056 £300

Level 1 in Essential Digital Skills 45 60359869 £300

£600

Qualification title GLH Qualification No. AEB

Level 1 Award in Health and Care 49 60364944 £336

Level 1 in Essential Digital Skills 45 60359869 £300

£636

Qualification title GLH Qualification No. AEB

Level 1 Award in Employability Skills 45 60342286 £300

Entry 3 in Essential Digital Skills 45 60359857 £300

Level 1 in Essential Digital Skills 45 60359869 £300

£900



Qualification No. Qualification Planned Hours 

60365055 Level 2 Diploma in Digital & IT Skills 360

60359869 Essential Digital Skills (Level 1) 45

60333571 Level 1 Award in Mental Wellbeing 20

60346528 Level 1 in English Functional Skills  55

60107078 Entry 1 Certificate in Maths 140

Z0007834 Work experience 30



Centre wide approach

Standalone offer & packages

Staff training

Marketing push

Assessment



“I got the leaflet about the course through my door,

and because Ruth and I now volunteer for a

charity and we’re back in the workplace, we knew

it made sense to ‘grasp the nettle’ and to take this

opportunity.”

“I was quite anxious when I signed up to do this – I 

hadn’t stepped foot in a college for over forty 

years. This course has been a great experience, 

I’m definitely less terrified now and I do have more 

confidence, I’ve learned that computers are logical, 

that I shouldn’t overthink things and I’m brave 

enough to experiment.”



EDSQ

Progression

Employability

Preparation for 
work

Personal 
Social 

Development



https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Digital-Journey-for-learners-aged-16-19-Gateway-Qualifcations-1.pdf


https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Digital-Journey-for-learners-aged-19-and-over-Gateway-Qualifications.pdf


DfE subject content and Ofqual 
requirements now published

Only Entry 3 and Level 1

First Awarding Organisation to be 
approved by Ofqual

New Digital Functional Skills 
qualifications ready for teaching from 
Aug 2023

Discover more here

https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/qualification-area/digital-qualifications/digital-functional-skills/


Register 

here

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/9029850724333134684?source=push
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/9029850724333134684?source=push
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/9029850724333134684?source=push
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/9029850724333134684?source=push


Register 

here

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8220644251787657567?source=push
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8220644251787657567?source=push
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8220644251787657567?source=push
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8220644251787657567?source=push


New - Become Recognised

Existing - Qualification Approval 

http://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/advice-guidance/delivering-our-qualifications/become-recognised-centre/
https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/deliver-our-qualifications/become-recognised-centre/requesting-additional-qualifications/


Ensuring learners are ready for EDSQ 

Building a fundable offer for learners progressing from EDSQ

Supporting EDSQ Delivery

Webinar mini-series with EDSQ resources

Implementing EDSQ – hints and tips from our panel of providers

The Digital Sector

T Level Transition Programme

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3664582509248054539?source=webinar
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4675210716546345483?source=Webinar+-+Ensuring+learners
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4356393034072952331?source=website
https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/webinars/webinar-mini-series-with-the-new-edsq-resources/
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5913573074421662478?source=webinar
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3505761361066855438?source=Website
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4677577973820507660?source=webinar




Chris Deeprose 
Email Chris here or call 

T: 01206 911242    M: 07920 027 375

Darren Wheat 
Email Darren here or call

T: 01206 911241   M: 07920 027 371

Rory Munro
Email Rory here or call

T: 01206 911245     M: 07740 180 022

Michelle Sparkes  
Email Michelle here or call

T: 01206 911 243   M: 07920 027 370

John Hamilton 
Email John here or call                 

T: 01206 911 246     M: 07498 
903029

Paul Saunders
Email Paul here or call            

T: 01206 911204     M: 07734 556008

mailto:Chris.Deeprose@gatewayqualifications.org.uk
mailto:Darren.Wheat@gatewayqualifications.org.uk
mailto:Rory.Munro@gatewayqualifications.org.uk
mailto:Michelle.Sparkes@gatewayqualifications.org.uk
mailto:John.Hamilton@gatewayqualifications.org.uk
mailto:Paul.Saunders@gatewayqualifications.org.uk


https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/

enquiries@gatewayqualifications.org.uk

01206 911 211

GatewayQuals

Gateway Qualifications

https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/GatewayQuals
https://www.linkedin.com/company/5181683/admin/
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