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National entitlement to fully 
fund eligible adults with no or 
low digital skills to enroll on 

specified digital qualifications 
at Entry level and Level 1 

since August 2020

Only certain qualifications 
can be used for the adult 

legal entitlement

IT User Qualifications have 
been defunded

Essential Digital Skills 
qualifications are available at 
Entry 3 and Level 1 for both 
adults and 16-19 learners

Digital Functional Skills 
qualifications also available 
at Entry 3 and Level 1 for 

both adults and 16-19 
learners since August 2023



Using devices 
and handling 
information

Creating and 
editing

Communicating Transacting

Being safe and 
responsible 

online



Qualification Group Digital Functional Skills (DFSQ) Essential Digital Skills (EDSQ)

Qualification Level Entry Level 3 Level 1 Entry Level 3 Level 1 

Duration Between 90 minutes and 

2hrs

For AO to determine

Between 90 minutes and 

2hrs

For AO to determine

No time specified 

For AO to determine

No time specified

For AO to determine

GLH 55 55 30 – 50 30 – 50 

Legal Entitlement Yes Yes Yes Yes

Marking Model Centre Marked / 

AO Marked

AO Marked Centre Marked / 

AO Marked

Centre Marked / 

AO Marked

What needs to be covered 

over time 

All Subject Content 

Statements (including 

bracketed) over 

assessment series

All Subject Content 

Statements (including 

bracketed) over assessment 

series

All Skill Areas

Not all skills statements 

within a skill area

All Skill Areas

Not all skills statements 

within a skill area

Adaption Permitted Yes No Yes No

Funding approval for 

14-16?

Yes Yes No No

Funding approval for  

16-19?

Yes Yes Yes Yes

Funding approval for 

adults?

Yes Yes Yes Yes





From your perspective, what are the barriers for learners to engage 
with digital literacy qualifications?

• Insufficient funding rates

• Assessment approach

• Lack of qualifications at lower levels

• Learners not ready for EDSQ and or DFSQ

• Other





Learn My Way | Free Learning for Digital Skills | Good Things 

https://www.goodthingsfoundation.org/what-we-do/learn-my-way/


“Where you are not delivering a regulated qualification 

you must ensure that you have appropriate and robust 

quality assurance processes in place. For instance 

‘Recognising and Recording Progress and 

Achievement’ (RARPA) that would be acceptable to 

Office of Standards in Education (Ofsted)”

“This guidance may also be of interest to teachers using 

RARPA. While it has been developed and tested on 

provision for learners with learning difficulties, the process 

may also be used for any learning programmes and 

groups of learners, although some of the criteria may 

require minor modification.”

RARPA Guide | Excellence Gateway

https://www.excellencegateway.org.uk/content/etf3311


EDSQ

DFSQ

Progression

Employability

Preparation 
for 

Employment

Personal and 
Social Skills

Digital Skills 
for Life

Digital Skills 
for Work



Qualification 

Aim No.
Qualification GLH AEB

60329890 Award in Living and Working in the UK (Entry 1) 60 £300

60343746 Award in Personal and Social Skills (Entry 1) 60 £300

60154196
Award in ESOL Skills for Life (Speaking and 

Listening) (Entry 3)
120 £600

Download ESOL and Digital Skills guide

https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/centre-support/resources-to-support-delivery/white-papers-and-guides/esol-and-digital-skills/
https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/centre-support/resources-to-support-delivery/white-papers-and-guides/esol-and-digital-skills/


Unit Aim No. Units GLH

T6174158 Digital Skills for Work (Entry 3) 30

D6502211 Communication Skills for Work (Entry 3) 30

Qualification Aim No. Qualification GLH AEB

60342304 Entry Level Award in Employability Skills (Entry 3) 60 £300



Qualification Aim No. Qualification GLH AEB

60342304 Entry Level Award in Employability Skills (Entry 3) 60 £300

60364944 Level 1 Award in Health and Care 49 £336



Qualification Aim No. Qualification GLH AEB

60345196 Entry Level Certificate in Skills for Independent Living (Entry 2) 130 £724

Qualification Aim No. Qualification GLH AEB

60100266 Entry Level Certificate in Vocational Studies (Entry 3) 82 £724

Qualification Aim No. Qualification GLH AEB

60089118 Entry Level Award in Progression (Entry 3) 30 £150

Qualification Aim No. Qualification GLH AEB

6008912X Entry Level Certificate in Progression (Entry 3) 130 £724





Includes: Basic suitability 
assessment

Strengths and weaknesses 
assessment 

Diagnostic Tools - Gateway Qualifications

https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/centre-support/resources-to-support-delivery/diagnostic-tools/dfsq-diagnostic-tools/
https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/centre-support/resources-to-support-delivery/diagnostic-tools/


Foundation skills for learners

Preparation for EDSQ and or DFSQ



Guides for Centres and learners 

Standardisation materials 

Teaching resources cover all strands

Glossary for learners

Webinars and training

Dedicated EDSQ and DFSQ team







Essential Digital Skills | Enhance Digital Teaching Platform 

https://enhance.etfoundation.co.uk/eds
https://enhance.etfoundation.co.uk/eds


Exclusive offer for Gateway 

Qualifications Centres

Centres approved for Gateway Qualifications EDSQ and/or DFSQ 

can benefit from an exclusive 20% discount on licence fees for bksb 

Digital Skills Assessments and Resources. 

Millions of learners improve their 
skills each year

One of the UK’s leading online 
teaching platforms

Scan for more info

Contact bksb or call 

0333 300 3467

https://www.oneadvanced.com/products/bksb/




There will be 5 new skills funding bands, with sector subject areas (SSAs) at tier 2 level assigned to 

one of these bands

A simple calculation of multiplying the GLH x the relevant skills band hourly rate

New skills funding band Base Low Medium High Specialist

New hourly skills funding rate £6.00 £7.20 £8.40 £9.60 £12.00

New adult skills funding rates from 2024 to 2025 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/further-education-adult-skills-funding-rates-and-funding-for-innovative-provision


Skills Fund Adult Core

• Four legal entitlements

• Free Courses for Jobs

• Local flexibility

Skills Fund Tailored Learning

• Non-regulated provision

• What is currently Community Learning

• What is currently formular-funded AEB non-regulated learning

• Any new employer-facing innovative provision



Complete the form 

here to receive a 

free copy of the 

funding spreadsheet

https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/news/adult-funding-information-for-2024-2025-at-your-fingertips/
https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/news/adult-funding-information-for-2024-2025-at-your-fingertips/
https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/news/adult-funding-information-for-2024-2025-at-your-fingertips/
https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/news/adult-funding-information-for-2024-2025-at-your-fingertips/
https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/news/adult-funding-information-for-2024-2025-at-your-fingertips/


Digital Technology – SSA6

• 6.1 Digital Technology (practitioners)

• 6.2 Digital Technology (users)

ESOL – SSA12

• 12.1 - Languages, literature and culture of the British Isles

Non-statutory guidance on assigning qualifications to Sector Subject Areas (SSAs)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/non-statutory-guidance-on-assigning-qualifications-to-sector-subject-areas-ssas/non-statutory-guidance-on-assigning-qualifications-to-sector-subject-areas-ssas


GLH x Skills band hourly rate

Qualification

2023-2024 2024-2025

AEB SSA GLH Hourly Rate AEB Variance 

Entry Level 3 in Essential Digital 

Skills 
£300.00 6.2 45 £8.40 £378.00 £78.00

Level 1 in Essential Digital Skills £300.00 6.2 45 £8.40 £378.00 £78.00

Entry Level 3 in Digital 

Functional Skills 
£336.00 6.2 55 £8.40 £462.00 £126.00

Level 1 in Digital Functional 

Skills
£336.00 6.2 55 £8.40 £462.00 £126.00



Microsoft Virtual Events Powered by Teams

……the Adult Education Budget will be transitioning to 

the Adult Skills Fund in 2024/25. In the ESFA funded 

areas, the transition to the Adult Skills Fund will 

encompass new funding changes which will include 

the replacement of Community Learning with Tailored 

Learning and the new AEB funding rates…….

ESFA Update: 13 March 2024

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/bb697de9-65f7-4368-95e0-61a5cb106f69@fad277c9-c60a-4da1-b5f3-b3b8b34a82f9
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/esfa-update-13-march-2024


Would you like a member of the Business Development team to 
contact you to support your curriculum planning? 

• Yes please

• No thank you



bksb resources for DFSQ bksb resources for EDSQ 
Webinar mini-series with 

DFSQ resources
Webinar mini-series with 

EDSQ resources

Implementing EDSQ – hints 
and tips from our panel of 

providers
Introduction to DFSQ Essential Guide to EDSQ

The Education and Training 
Foundation’s CPD support 
for delivering digital literacy 

qualifications 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8220644251787657567?source=push
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1086610390808755543?source=push
https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/news/resources-for-dfsq-mini-series/
https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/news/resources-for-dfsq-mini-series/
https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/webinars/webinar-mini-series-with-the-new-edsq-resources/
https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/webinars/webinar-mini-series-with-the-new-edsq-resources/
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5913573074421662478?source=webinar
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5913573074421662478?source=webinar
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5913573074421662478?source=webinar
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/192441358509555291?source=webinar
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6367957267564646746?source=push
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6692237328979069271?source=push
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6692237328979069271?source=push
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6692237328979069271?source=push
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6692237328979069271?source=push


Chris Deeprose                                           
E: Chris.Deeprose@gatewayqualifications.org.uk 

M: 07920 027 375 

Rory Munro                                      
E: Rory.Munro@gatewayqualifications.org.uk 

M: 07740 180 022

Michelle Sparkes                                 
E: Michelle.Sparkes@gatewayqualifications.org.uk

M: 07920 027 370 

Chloe McNeill                                                                                              
E: Chloe.McNeil@gatewayqualifications.org.uk

M: 07301 243 799

John Hamilton                                                   
E: John.Hamilton@gatewayqualifications.org.uk                

M: 07498 903029

Paul Saunders                                           
E: Paul.Saunders@gatewayqualifications.org.uk

M: 07734 556008

mailto:Chris.Deeprose@gatewayqualifications.org.uk
mailto:Rory.Munro@gatewayqualifications.org.uk
mailto:Michelle.Sparkes@gatewayqualifications.org.uk
mailto:Chloe.McNeil@gatewayqualifications.org.uk
mailto:john.hamilton@gatewayqualifications.org.uk
mailto:Paul.Saunders@gatewayqualifications.org.uk




https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/ 

enquiries@gatewayqualifications.org.uk 

01206 911 211

GatewayQuals

Gateway Qualifications

https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/
mailto:enquiries@gatewayqualifications.org.uk
https://twitter.com/GatewayQuals
https://www.linkedin.com/company/5181683/admin/
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