


• Common themes

• Synthesise learning 

• Assessments are combined into a larger project

• Can be interdisciplinary or multidisciplinary

• Helps to reduce the overall assessment



Which units could be combined?

Review the guidance

Clarity for students, assessors, verifiers and moderators

Consider the complexity

Graded or ungraded units



What are your goals?

What evidence do you need?

What will the theme be?

What are the similarities and differences?

Plan and IV



What to consider:

• General principles of assessment and planning should be applied 

• Learning outcome alignment

• Clarity: Is it clear what is being assessed for each unit

• Accurate mapping and tracking of LOs and ACs for each unit

against tasks 

• How the grading standards components and sub-components will 

be used across the whole unit



Use of colour to distinguish between units
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When writing the assessment:

• Provide clear guidance on how to complete the task(s)

• Be clear what evidence the student needs to generate

• Ensure tasks enable targeted assessment criteria 

• Learning outcomes to be met in full



Tasks separated for each unit



An exam assessing multiple units



• Multiple graded units 

• Graded and ungraded units  

• Multiple ungraded units



Best Practice

• Assignment brief template

All unit titles and 

codes should be stated 

on the brief 
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Add the unit title and unit code 

to each heading for clarity



Consider…

• Use of the three grading standards

• Choice of components and sub-components



Understand the rules

Know how to apply each standard

Consistent across merit and distinction

The grading standard text must not be altered

Provide contextualisation of the grading standards 



Subject 
Specific Skills

Transferable Skills

Knowledge 
and 

Understanding



Source: QAA document - Integrated Assessments: A Brief Guide



Grading standard components, sub-components and additional contextualised 
guidance should be stated for EACH graded unit. 

 

Reflect sub-component 

wording in additional guidance

State the unit code and total



Reflect sub-component 

wording in additional guidance

State the unit code and total

Second unit to be assessed



• Not a tick box exercise

• IV ensures:

o assignment briefs checked before 
issued to students. 

o errors and mistakes resolved within 
assignment brief before being 
issued

• Get the assignment brief right = 
marking, grading, feedback, 
standardisation are easier.



Meeting needs of students

Providing confidence

Reducing errors
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• Pay particular attention to the command verbs of the criteria

• Achieved or not achieved?

• Annotate ACs within the script, where they have been achieved.

• Record on the feedback sheet



• Confirm achievement of all assessment criteria 

• Professional judgment to make decisions about grade indicators

• Take a holistic approach

• Give a Pass grade indicator where work does not achieve the 
standard required for Merit or Distinction



Add the grade indicator against 
each grading standard for each unit

Next provide a rationale why 
you have awarded the grades



• Must be one final grade or achievement for each unit

• Still opportunity for resubmission 

• All LOs and ACs must be achieved before grading

o careful tracking of ACs and LOs



This section for 

graded units

This section for 

ungraded units, 

stating Achieved 

or Not Achieved



Use this section for 

any graded units

Add commentary about 

student’s response to 

requirements of the brief and 

any areas for development.
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